Advent Introduction
The Lord is good to those whose hope is in him,
to the one who seeks him; it is good to wait quietly
for the salvation of the Lord.

Lamentations 3:25-26

W

hen is the last time you had to wait for something you really wanted?
Maybe you were waiting for a particular job or promotion, or
waiting for a significant life change like getting married or having
children. Maybe you were waiting for relationships to heal or grief and pain to
fade away. Maybe you’re waiting for something right now.
Advent, the season that begins the church year, is
all about waiting. Just as God’s people waited for
hundreds of years for the birth of the Savior Jesus, we
too wait for His return when he will make all things
new.
At this time of year, the world around us says
“consume,” yet Advent says “wait.” By rehearsing the
waiting, this distinctly Christian season is designed
to cultivate our awareness of God’s actions–past,
present, and future, providing the perspective we
desperately need. This devotional, written by people
in our own congregation, seeks to relate this season
of waiting to our own life experiences.
We certainly know what it is like to wait here at TCC. With the second senior
pastor transition in five years, we know all too well what it’s like to wait for a
pastor. Maybe God is trying to teach us something.
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How to use this book
Find a quiet, secluded place so you won’t be tempted
to role-play before God. Just be there as simply and
honestly as you can manage. The focus will shift from
you to God, and you will begin to sense his grace.
Matthew 6:6 - The Message

We need not make things complicated, we simply want to hear from God. But structure helps.
That is why we created this book.
Three days a week, Sunday, Monday, and Friday, you will find short devotional passages for you to
use at home by yourself or with family and friends. These consist of:
- A passage from the bible (at the top of the page)
- A short reflection written by someone in our church
- A short prayer to guide you as you reflect in prayer.
If personal Bible reading and prayer is new to you, this is the perfect tool to begin exploring the
word. Read the passage on your own. What do you think it is saying? What message is God trying
to teach you? Then read the reflection printed in the booklet, and use the prayer at the end to
guide your prayer time with Jesus.
Maybe you already have an active devotional life, rising early to read the scriptures and pray. If that
is the case, may these writings augment your time in the word as you hear true stories of God’s
grace and personal reflections on scripture from members of our church body.
Advent begins this year on November 27th. Use the short devotional passages in this book,
written by members of TCC, to begin and end your week focused on God. Devotions are listed
for Sundays, Mondays, and Fridays, but feel free to use them anytime throughout the week that
works for you.
For even more devotional resources you can find daily readings at the back of this booklet.
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Isaiah 40:1-5

1st Week of Advent

Sunday November 27

Todd Szymczak: Comfort

B

e honest for a moment: what is your “go to” comfort food? I’m sure you have a favorite food in mind,
loaded with calories, carbs or sugar, that is soothing and filling when you are stressed, emotional and
unsettled. Comfort food takes our mind off reality as we savor its taste, as we hope that life will soon
become peaceful once again. You would have found me rummaging around my kitchen cabinets looking for
comfort food as the election results came in two weeks ago…
While comfort food is always good going down, it does have its limitations. Comfort food only provides
temporary relief. Sure, it allows us the freedom to disengage from less desirable circumstances for a period of
time, but the situation always remains long after the food is gone. Because the comfort-effect of food is only
temporary, and difficult circumstances are a regular occurrences in our life, we can develop ingrained habitual
patterns of the need to escape from our circumstances with comfort food.
The words of Isaiah 40 were words of comfort for Israel while they were in Exile. Israel experienced 70 years of
stress, despair and unrest, and while there was no comfort food for them to depend on (but there were certainly
comfort-idols). Re-read Isaiah 40:1-5 and listen for God’s words of hope.
God was declaring through Isaiah that he was bringing comfort to Israel. The war between man (seeking
perpetual independence from God) and God (his righteous judgement for Israel’s breaking their covenant
with Him) was over. The stress would be relieved. Hope would come, and peace would reign. This was not a
temporary solution to Israel’s circumstance, this was permanent. God was proclaiming the coming of the Lord
Jesus to rescue his people from despair, and reconcile Israel to God once and for all. Despite Israel’s temporary
circumstances, Jesus would be their eternal hope. God’s fulfillment of these words was certain.
Just as God brought comfort to Israel, He extends that same comfort to you and me. His comfort is not manifested
in chocolate-gooey goodness, it is manifested in the word becoming flesh. Jesus is able to permanently remove
our brokenness, pain, despair and sin, and give us rest (Matthew 11:28-29). Whatever you are facing today, only
God can satisfy your desire for comfort and peace.
As you read these words from Isaiah, think about these questions: Who or what brings you comfort? If God
is your comfort, how have you experienced comfort from Him recently? If God is not your comfort, and
something else is, how sustainable do you think that comfort is in light of the promise of God in Isaiah? What
comfort do you need from God this season?
Pray: Gracious God, thank you that you are a God of comfort, and in you there is everlasting rest and peace. I
pray, during the times in life that are uncertain, unsettled and stressful, I fully trust you, and rely on your grace
to lead me safely through. Amen.
I am the Associate Pastor at TCC.
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Monday November 28

1st Week of Advent

Micah 4

Christie Smethurst: Swords into Plowshares
“Nation will not take up sword against nation, nor will they train for war anymore.”
an you imagine that day?! Oh, how I long for that day! Our world is consumed by so many
tension-filled conflicts that the prospect of “world peace” is often a facetious joke. In fact, reading
the news has tempted me to despair more often than not over the last few years. But when I weep
over fellow human’s stories of suffering, I know that I do not grieve in vain.

C

“Why do you now cry aloud—have you no king?”
What if there were someone who could judge and settle disputes among strong nations? What if there
were someone who could lead the world with such command that people would find better economy by
turning their war weapons into farming tools? What if there were someone that could lead us to real safety
and security?
Hallelujah, that the Wonderful Counselor and Prince of Peace was born! Jesus is the fulfillment of God’s
promise to rescue and redeem.
I know this and yet I still feel caught in a commercial break, distracted by so much noise while awaiting the
season finale of God’s redemption story. How can I stay focused on God’s promises until Jesus returns to
complete the redemption of the world?
“Many nations will come and say, ‘Come, let us go up to the mountain of the Lord, to the temple of the God of
Jacob. He will teach us his ways, so that we may walk in his paths.’”
…One foot in front of the other, even though I’m really feeling the burn, all the way up the mountain
of the Lord to sit at his feet. There I can learn his ways of forgiveness, grace, righteousness, justice, and
reconciliation. From there can I really embody the challenge to be the hands and feet of Jesus to those in
pain. From there can I take an active part in God’s redemption plan, even as I am being redeemed.
Pray: Father God, you are sovereign and good. We thank you for implementing a rescue mission to redeem
us, even when we walked away from you. We long for when you will be King to all nations. May you beckon
us to spend time in your Word and in prayer so that we are ready for that day. In the meantime, equip us
to take an active part in the redemption of this world. Forgive us for the times that we have mistreated
You, ourselves, neighbors near and far, and your creation. Help us overcome our pride and make us more
aware of ways in which we can be reconcilers and peacemakers. May your glory and renown be known to
all. Amen.
I work at Boston Healthcare for the Homeless during the week and enjoy hanging out with TCC’s students on
the weekends. By nature I prefer to run away from conflict, but am trying to learn God’s way of confrontational
reconciliation.
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Psalm 46 & Rom 13:11-14

1st Week of Advent

Friday December 2

Debbie Crane: While You Were Sleeping

M

erry Christmas! What seems to the world to be a commercial, gift giving frenzy, about Santa?
Our world is asleep! I’ve never lost sight of what this season is really about, but I know it in
the past I’ve been caught up in the ‘feeling of needing to buy so many gifts!!’ I do not take
enough time to be ‘Be still, and know that (He is) God!’ I am often ‘sleeping’ through my day and not
being ready for, or honoring Him. This is a daily struggle not just around Christmas (or Easter for that
matter.) However, every Christmas morning since our kids were little we read the Christmas story in Luke
before going downstairs to open presents, to remind all of us what this day is really about. Christmas is
about the birth of our King, Jesus Christ! As you may know, I love music, singing/worship, & especially
at Christmas/during Advent. This is how I feel close to God. During Christmas there are so many songs
of love, hope, and joy. Songs that tell the story of His birth. This song by the group Casting Crowns, tells
a different and powerful story. It made me think about how much I may be ‘sleeping’, caught up in the day
to day busyness, and how I need to make more room for Jesus in my life. How are we making room for our
KING in this often busy season and all year long?
While You Were Sleeping
By Casting Crowns
Oh little town of Bethlehem
Looks like another silent night
Above your deep and dreamless sleep
A giant star lights up the sky
And while you’re lying in the dark
There shines an everlasting light
For the King has left His throne
And is sleeping in a manger tonight

Oh Bethlehem,
what you have missed while you were sleeping
For God became a man
And stepped into your world today
Oh Bethlehem, you will go down in history
As a city with no room for its King
While you were sleeping
While you were sleeping
Hear the music at see the rest of the lyrics {bit.ly/tccadvent1}.

Pray: As we begin this hectic season help us to be awake to your story. Help us, especially in times of
busyness and distraction, to think of others and not ourselves, and to make time for what is important: to
hear from you.
I’ve been attending TCC for about 7 years now, though when I was a teenager I was invited to attend a TCC
youth group retreat; which is how I met my husband Steve & began attending the youth group afterwards. This
is where I learned what being a Christian was really about.
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Isaiah 7:14

I

2nd Week of Advent

Sunday December 4

Kyle Smethurst: Our Deserved Lump of Coal

love presents. As a young kid, a punitive lump of coal in my stocking would’ve been mortifying. There
were some years when I might’ve suspected that my baby brother would receive something boring,
like diapers, rather than presents. After all, his incessant crying wasn’t very meritorious behavior. But
around Christmas time, it was my joy to celebrate Jesus by the giving, and more importantly, the receiving,
of gifts. Even if my behavior in the prior 364 days might’ve deserved a lump of coal on December 25th, I’m
thankful that my parents always seemed to forget.
In the opening verses of Isaiah, the prophet declares, “They have forsaken the Lord; they have spurned the
Holy One of Israel and turned their backs on him.” For years God had appealed to trust him. But they
consistently rejected him.
In Isaiah 7:14, the birth foretold was a reminder of God’s trustworthiness. And that sign was confirmed,
in part, by the birth of Isaiah’s second son, Maher-Shalal-Hash-Baz. Unfortunately, that baby was another
reminder: Ahaz and God’s people hadn’t trusted their trustworthy God. The baby’s name meant “quick to
the plunder, swift to the spoil,” which described the speed and ease with which Assyria, would soon pillage
Judah. The birth of Maher-Shalal-Hash-Baz, although certainly a blessing to Isaiah, was hardly a reason for
Judah to celebrate. The baby was a sign of the judgment God’s people deserved. Their sinful behavior, like
ours, wasn’t worthy of a reward. All they had earned was an empty, lonely death—our cold lump of coal.
Centuries later, there was another birth foretold. This baby’s name was to be “Jesus, because he will save
his people from their sins.” Matthew writes, “All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had said through
the prophet: “The virgin will be with child and will give birth to a son, and they will call him Immanuel”
--which means, “God with us.”
We deserved Maher-Shalal-Hash-Baz, but we got Immanuel. The birth of Jesus wasn’t a sign of God’s
disciplinary judgment, but salvation. And of course, the incarnation was far more than just a sign. God
sent his only son to suffer and die for the sins of the world that had rejected him. He bore the judgment we
deserved. And after rising from the dead, “God with us” sent us into the world with these parting words,
“And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age.”
Most of you had probably never heard of the name Maher-Shalal-Hash-Baz before reading this devotional.
And even though I certainly encourage you to keep studying God’s Word, praise God that every December
25th we get to exchange gifts in celebration of the birth of Jesus rather than hopelessly mourn the birth of
Maher-Shalal-Hash-Baz.
Pray: Father God, we celebrate the gift of your son this Christmas treasuring the hope of the Gospel. You
didn’t give up on Ahaz and Judah, and you never gave up on us, even to the point of taking the punishment
for our sins upon yourself.
I’m from VA and my wife, Christie, is from PA, but our unpredictable faith journey brought us to MA six years
ago. We love eating Mexican food, rooting for the Red Sox and hiking with our dog Henry.
page 8

John 1:1-18

S

2nd Week of Advent

Monday December 5

Kay Harrington: Fleshing out the Word

hortly after my mother passed away in 1984, I received a cardboard box filled with the odds and ends
of her estate. The ill-packed box bulged with treasures: old documents, photo albums as well as a
small green Bible that bore her name in gold-leaf.

Despite my initial delight in seeing the old Bible again, its journey troubled me, for on the way to
Massachusetts from Missouri, it lost its fragile newspaper moorings and thrashed about in a cardboard
box of household miscellany.
My reflections wandered to the humble journey of another time and Treasure.
En route to me, my little Bible tumbled along for miles in the belly of a common, cold cargo hold. En
route to us, Jesus, God’s Son, The Word-made-flesh, endured the bumpy, bony back of an ordinary donkey
into Bethlehem to emerge in this world’s foul-smelling stables. Who can grasp it? God’s wondrous love
and mercy trumps our sin and tenders our need for redemption. God, fleshed out in Jesus, took on our
dilemma, slept in our straw strewn mangers (replete with livestock) and first bore our crowns of thorns
Imagine with me, if you will! Within a thirty-three year parentheses in time, between the manger and the
cross, Jesus lived, loved, preached and died to save us from our sin. In order to become our Saviour, Jesus’
made his debut on earth through the human birth canal and out into the ruins of our fallen world. There
in the shadowy corner of a “shared” stable, He opened His ancient baby eyes upon His earthly parents and
His ancient baby ears to the non-angelic bellows and baas of livestock. It was the Infinite’s finite Genesis
on earth! Only the eyes of faith can grasp swaddled Deity fidgeting in a fly-flecked sheep stall, destined for
the wonder of redemption via the horror of Calvary in order to save His lost creation from their sin. Oh,
What Wondrous Love is THIS?
Pray: Eternal God, your promise is spoken, and takes flesh at last in the womb of the virgin. May Emmanuel
find welcome in our hearts, take flesh in our lives, and be for all peoples the welcome advent of redemption
and grace. We ask this through Him whose coming is certain, whose Day draws near; Your Son, our Lord
Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, forever and ever, Amen.1
I was born in California, grew up in Missouri and have lived in Massachusetts since 1973. I live in Wayland
with my husband, have 4 children, and have been members of TCC for 13 years. Prior to TCC we were
members of Tremont Temple Baptist Church in Boston for over 20 years. I attended 3 colleges and received a
BA from Regis College in Weston, MA in 2003. I became a Christian one Monday night in June in 1963. My
work history includes: Babson College, Regis College, EH Publishing Co., and TCC.
1 Adapted from The Worship Sourcebook © 2004, CRC Publications
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Matthew 1

2nd Week of Advent

Friday December 9

Kathleen Barrett: A Lineage of God’s Loving Mercy

I

have to admit that when I realized I was assigned to write a devotional based on the genealogy
of Jesus, I despaired wondering how or what I might offer from this passage. Then I became
aware that this lineage passage is setting the reality of God’s faithful mercy and fulfillment
of His promises to Israel in a historical context; setting the scene for Jesus, the Messiah. As you
consider Jesus’ genealogy, bear in mind that Mary was told that Jesus “will be given the throne
of His ancestor David...and of His kingdom there will be no end” (Luke 1: 32 - 33). Mary then
breaks into a song of praise saying...“His (God’s) mercy extends to those who fear Him, from
generation to generation” (Luke 1:50). It seems as though Mary is looking both to the past and
toward the future, in a way prophesying God’s mercy even extending to our generation. How have
you experienced God’s mercy extending to your family presently and through the generations?
Meditate on this and thank God for extending His mercy to you and your family at this moment
in history. Pray for future generations to receive God’s mercy and love and consider your role in
extending this lineage. You might want to listen to this beautiful interpretation of Mary’s song
with the lyrics “His mercy will reach from age to age and holy is His name”.
Visit {bit.ly/tccadvent2} to hear this song:
John Michael Talbott’s “Magnificat”
Pray: Father, we thank you for the lineage of faith that came
before us drawing us to your faithful mercy and love. May we
be faithful to extend the lineage of your loving mercy to the
next generation. Amen.
I became aware of God’s loving mercy breaking into my life while
a freshman in college in 1975. I am grateful to all God used to
draw me to Himself; they have been the lineage through whom
God showed His loving mercy to me and my prayer is that I will
be used to extend this to others.
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Sunday December 11

3rd Week of Advent

Isaiah 2:1-5 & 40:5

Adam Kurihara: Glory Revealed

W

e all long for mountain-top experiences; those moments where we have a real
encounter with God and tangibly feel his presence. I remember mountain-top
musical experiences of seeing God through the beauty of music. These experiences,
and wanting to share them with others, is why I am a choral conductor today. I remember feelings
of awe reflecting on Jesus’ sacrifice singing Bach’s St. Matthew Passion where I became both
the voice of the crowd shouting “crucify!” and the voice of the believer who responds with awe
and gratitude–in true German fashion–with a 4-part chorale. I also remember weeping in the
practice room in college while studying Bach’s keyboard music, and feeling an indescribable sense
of comfort and love cover me in a very difficult season of my life. For me it was Jesus, through
the music of Bach, that showed me that the gospel was true. Though I have “learned” the gospel
in church before, this wasn’t an intellectual pursuit but an emotional connection through the
physical practice of singing. I knew that God loved me so much that he was willing to come to
earth and give his very self to the point of death to show me this truth.
Where have you had an encounter with God? What was he communicating with you in that
experience? Come, let us go up to the mountain of the Lord…He will teach us his ways, so that we may
walk in his paths. When we have these mountain-top experiences, remember them as moments
when God showed you his character so that you might become like him and share that with others.
For me, as I remember those monumental musical experiences, it makes me want to recreate those
experiences for others, and, through music, tell people of God’s great love for us all.
Pray: Gracious God, you sent your son Jesus down to the dirt and grime of the earth so that we
may know the depth of your love for us. Help us to see how your glory is being revealed in the
messiness of our daily lives. As you came to us in Jesus, may we reach out to others with selfsacrifice, love, and compassion, for the sake of your name and your kingdom.
I have been Director of Music and Worship at TCC for 5 years. I live in Jamaica Plain with my wife
Rachel, a PhD student in musicology at BU. When not making music I like playing board games and
rollerblading with my dog Lucy.
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Revelation 12

N

3rd Week of Advent

Monday December 12

Kristin Neprud: So, Where’s the Hope?

ot two weeks after my mother died of cancer, my pastor asked if I would consider auditioning
for a musical he wrote based on John Bunyan’s story, “The Pilgrim’s Progress”. I scoffed. At that
moment, I had nothing of myself to give. I felt sad and empty. Reluctantly I went to the audition
and told him that a place in the ensemble (in the back, where no one could see me) would be best. Instead,
he had me center stage playing the character of “Help”, one of the leading roles. “The Pilgrim’s Progress” is
an allegory of a man on a journey from the City of Destruction to the Celestial City. The character Help
represents the Holy Spirit. Really? Me play the part of the Holy Spirit? As I learned my lines and rehearsed
scenes and songs, the Holy Spirit was at work healing my grief. There is a scene where Pilgrim battles
Apollyon (from Revelation, meaning “the destroyer”) and Help is there the whole time, encouraging
Pilgrim with words of truth to counter the lies of Apollyon. This scene is a picture of the real battle that
rages daily within each of us. It is a spiritual battle for the very existence of God’s people. The final scene
of this show featured Help escorting Pilgrim/John Bunyan from temporal death to eternal life. Having
watched my mother make that same transition just months before helped me understand in a much deeper
way that what we see in this world is not the whole story.
Revelation 12 tells in vivid imagery the story of the spiritual battle of which we are a part. As God’s people,
we are called to life in Christ and there is an enemy that wants to kill, steal and destroy the very life we
have been given. So, where’s the hope? The hope is in the truth. What we see with our human eyes is not
the whole truth. Spiritual eyes are needed to see the truth that has been revealed in the birth, death and
resurrection of Jesus. The season of Advent is a time to meditate on the truth of God’s master plan of
salvation. This world is not the end of the story…
Pray: Heavenly Father, giver of life eternal, help us to remember the truth you have planted in our hearts
through your word especially those written by the apostle Paul in Romans 8 “…in all these things we are
more than conquerors through him who loved us. For I am convinced that neither death nor life, neither
angels nor demons, neither the present nor the future, nor any powers, neither height nor depth, nor
anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our
Lord.” Amen
Kristin sings, acts and leads worship. As a suburban wife and mother, she spends much of her time behind the
wheel when not cooking, cleaning and folding laundry. To exercise the left side of her brain, she works in finance
for an international engineering firm.
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Friday December 16

A

3rd Week of Advent

Luke 21:25-36

Jill Leisman: Watch and Pray

t age 18, at a beach party on Lake Erie, Ontario, Canada I was told I was a sinner in need of a
Savior...that God loved me so much He wanted me for His child; but that sin had separated me
from Him. It was that night I chose to confess my sinful nature to God and ask Jesus to come into
my life. That night, Jesus graciously came into my heart, forgiving my sins and adopting me into God’s
family. That night, as God’s redeemed daughter, I began to grow spiritually, learning how to be in right
relationship with God, with myself and with others (Deut 6:5; Matt 22:37). To this day I continue to pay
attention to my thoughts, words and actions, comparing them to God’s Word. If they don’t line up (which
they often don’t), I confess them as sin.
As I read Luke 21, I think of the WAZE app on my iphone, which directs me to the destination I am
seeking. That glorious night, over 50 years ago, God, through Jesus, gave me His personal GPS – the Holy
Spirit – to help me, 24/7, learn to read and understand His Word and to live by it. Why? Because God
loves me and longs to give me guidance so I can avoid the pot holes of life that come to take me off His
planned path of redemption. God is not capricious; for Jesus clearly states “there will be signs” alerting me
of His second coming; and I believe Jesus will come again to this earth with “power and great glory”, just
as He says in 21:27.
So I ask myself: Am I actively attentive to God’s Word, ever watchful and praying so I will not be taken by
surprise when Jesus does return; or am I sitting back in complacency, taking my redemption for granted?
Am I living in obedience to God’s Word and preparing for Jesus’ return; or am I consumed with the cares
of everyday life which seek to trap me, luring me off the path from God’s gracious and loving plan for my
life? Am I trusting in God’s Word whole heartedly; or am I living in fear of the events throughout this
world? Am I readying myself to be judged worthy to escape the things of this world, and to stand before
the Son of Man?
Pray: Thank You for Your loving kindness and faithful nature that never changes. Thank You for forgiving
my sins when I am faithful to confess them moment by moment if necessary. Thank You Jesus for willingly
dying in my place, that I might come to know You and be in relationship with the Father. Help me please
Holy Spirit to be always watchful and always praying, so I will be ready to see, and to stand before my Lord
and Savior Jesus Christ. Thank You Father that You would have all people come to repentance through
Jesus Christ by the power of the Holy Spirit; that You would have no one perish as Your Word says in 2
Peter 3:9. In Jesus name I pray Amen
Jill Leisman. Wife and mother of five adult children. I love to spend time with family and study the Bible.
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Isaiah 9:2-7

4th Week of Advent

Sunday December 18

Adam Kurihara: What’s in a name?
(adapted from The Messiah: The Texts Behind Handel’s Masterpiece by Douglas Connelly)

W

e are all interested in names. Not long ago the world waited in anticipation to hear a royal
baby’s official name. We don’t number our children; we name them. Names demonstrate our
uniqueness and our personhood. One of the greatest compliments we can give another person
is to call them by name. Our names may link us to a grandparent or may be a favorite name chosen by our
parents, but for most people, they don’t have much significance beyond identifying us. That is not true
with most biblical names– and especially with the names God gives to himself. God’s names and titles
reflect his character; they reveal what God is like.
Look over Isaiah 9:6-7 again. What names are given to the coming Messiah and what does that say about
His character? Have you experienced these characteristics in your relationship with God?
--These famous words from have been planted in my memory by hearing and performing Handel’s Messiah.
I love discovering the unique way Handel composes each line of music to illustrate the meaning of the
text. This compositional device, known as word-painting, is the bread and butter of many composers, and
Handel is a rank master.
If you would like to re-hear the music sung at TCC this season, recordings of Handel’s Messiah are plentiful
on YouTube.
The excerpts sung at TCC are:
Advent 1 – Comfort Ye {bit.ly/tccadvent3}
Advent 2 – O Thou That Tellest Good Tidings to Zion {bit.ly/tccadvent4}
Advent 3 – And the Glory of the Lord {bit.ly/tccadvent5}
Advent 4 – For Unto Us {bit.ly/tccadvent6}
Pray: Purify our conscience, Almighty God, by your daily visitation, that your Son Jesus Christ, at his
coming, may find in us a mansion prepared for himself; who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
(– from the book of common prayer)
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Monday December 19

I

4th Week of Advent

Ephesians 2:12-22

Attitude

hope I’m not alone in this confession: I can be really judgmental. In fact, sometimes I’m an expert
judge. I am quick to judge people who didn’t vote for the same candidate as I did. I can judge people
who have different taste in music than I do. I can judge people who like (or don’t like) different foods,
coffee, art, hold different political views or theological convictions, and consider them inferior to mine.
Why do I hold such opinions and so strongly tie them my identity? Do I not know that in Christ, all our
divisions, whether trivial or (seemingly) substantial, are reconciled because of Jesus’ work on the cross?
Let’s bring this closer to home: Re-read verses 14-15. Do we put up barriers in our church? Do we put
up boundaries that we must enforce before accepting someone into our community of fellowship? Do
we really trust that Jesus is our peace, and has truly made two disparate groups one, despite our own deep
political or theological differences between our Christian brothers and sisters?
Consider this quote from Pastor Charles Swindoll:
“The longer I live, the more I realize the impact of attitude on life. Attitude, to me, is more important than
facts. It is more important than the past, than education, than money, than circumstances, than failures,
than successes, than what other people think or say or do. It is more important than appearance, giftedness,
or skill. It will make or break a company ... a church ... a home. The remarkable thing is we have a choice
every day regarding the attitude we will embrace for that day. We cannot change the inevitable. The only
thing we can do is play on the one string we have, and that is our attitude ... I am convinced that life is 10%
what happens to me, and 90% how I react to it. And so it is with you ... we are in charge of our Attitudes.”
We like to draw lines in the sand. We like to determine what sins are more important than others. As
Christmas draws ever closer, remember that Jesus did also draw a line in the sand ( John 8:6), but then
turned and said to the crowd “Let any one of you who is without sin be the first to throw a stone at her.”
All we can do is put down our stones and walk away.
Pray: O God the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, our only Savior, the Prince of Peace: Give us grace
seriously to lay to heart the great dangers we are in by our unhappy divisions; take away all hatred and
prejudice, and whatever else may hinder us from godly union and concord; that there is but one Body and
one Spirit, one hope of our calling, one Lord, one Faith, one Baptism, one God and Father of us all, so we
may be all of one heart and of one soul, united in one holy bond of truth and peace, of faith and charity,
and may with one mind and one mouth glorify Thee; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen
(– from the book of common prayer)
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Isaiah 55:6-13

I

4th Week of Advent

Friday December 23

Jack Ohman: Seek the Lord

saiah tells us to “Seek the Lord while he may be found; call on Him while he is near.” We
might think by this that we initiate the whole process and further that God is only temporarily
available to us. But then as we go further in the passage we are told “Let them turn to the Lord
and he will have mercy on them, and to our God, for he will freely pardon.” We have the picture of
a reciprocal relationship that implies that we must turn away from something to the God who is
always there. Then as we go on reading in Isaiah 55 we have the beautiful picture of a God who is
the initiator of the whole relationship. Rain then becomes a metaphor for mercy which causes the
earth to flourish: “the mountains and hills will burst into song before you” A result is that “you
will go out in Joy and be led forth in peace” but this is not the ultimate result. God’s glory is the
ultimate end: “This will be for the Lord’s renown”.
This passage as so many in the Old Testament look forward to a God who will seek us out by
initiating something that was foreshadowed but could not be fully anticipated. As Isaiah seems
to imply in 48:6 “I will tell you of new things, of hidden things unknown to you.” The staggering
reality is that God gave himself to us as a person in Jesus Christ. That ultimately accomplished the
reconciliation [and pardon] “by making peace through his blood shed on the cross.” Col. 4:20.
Who could have anticipated that?
Pray: Dear God, you gave yourself to us and emptied yourself so that we could turn to you and see
your face in the person of your Son. Keep us always in your care as we will always strive to seek you
and turn to you. We pray this in the name of Jesus who loved us and gave Himself for us. Amen.
Jack Ohman, long-time member of Trinitarian Church.
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Saturday December 24

C

Christmas Eve

John 1:1-18

Hey-Sung Han: Unusual gifts

hristmas reminds me of children eagerly opening their Christmas gifts in the morning. They
have various expressions after opening their gifts. Some are thrilled, some not so, and some are
upset because it was not what they were hoping for. Like these children, I too have opened many
wonderful gifts from God. However, these gifts were sometimes disguised as hardships and challenges. In
fact, initially I didn’t think they were gifts at all. But time after time, God revealed his goodness through
these gifts and I was able to experience God’s unfailing love and faithfulness.
One example of a gift disguised as a hardship was in 2009 when I developed anxiety from a stressful job.
Upon quitting the job, I was scared and worried financially for my family and our future. After much prayer
and consideration of different careers, God led me to math tutoring. At first, I couldn’t understand how I
could replace my corporate income by tutoring. However, the assurance He gave me was so strong that I
continued to pursue this new venture. 6 years later, I now have a strong home-based business with flexible
hours that meets the needs of my growing family. I immensely enjoy what I do and love the students I work
with. Work no longer is stressful but brings me joy. When I had to quit my job 7 years ago, I had never
imagined this to be an amazing gift God had prepared for me.
Another example of a gift disguised as a challenge was just two years ago when I got pregnant with my
fourth child. Sang and I were finally beginning to balance our lives with three little children, his full-time
job and my tutoring career. When God gave us Jonathan, I was thrilled for another baby but was worried
again despite the faithfulness He had shown us over the years. One day while worshipping, God spoke to
my heart and said ‘I am the almighty God, the creator of all things. Don’t you think I can take care of your
family of 6?’ As tears welled up, I was so relieved, glad, ashamed... and grateful. It reminded me that He
never fails us and it was me once again lacking faith and forgetting to trust in His perfect ways.
On this Christmas Eve, we are reminded that God sent Jesus here on earth to have a personal relationship
with us. Because ‘the Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us’, through Christ, we can
communicate all our concerns and worries and ask God for his grace and mercy.
Pray: Dear God, thank you for sending Jesus so that we may receive your grace and truth. As we dwell
on Jesus and his Word this Christmas season, I pray that we may continue to be transformed through the
amazing gifts you have for each of us.
Hey-Sung Han is a mother of 4 children, a devoted wife, and a passionate and energetic math tutor. In her free
time, she enjoys painting, watching movies and family bike rides~
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Luke 2:1-20

Christmas Day

Sunday December 25

David Newcomb: Christmas Poems
Christmas 2014
by David P. Newcomb

Christmas 2015
by David P. Newcomb

It happens each and every year,
An easy day to remember;
One day that’s like no other day,
The twenty-fifth of December.

There’s a reason for the season
As wise men seem to know,
The birth of births - the King of kings
Two thousand years ago.

On this most glorious day of days,
We celebrate the birth
Of the Son of God, the Messiah,
The most perfect man on earth.

A single, solitary life,
Different than any other,
Under the star of Bethlehem,
The Son of a virgin Mother.

He is the way, and the truth, and the life.
As Christians, we believe
In the Father, Son and Holy Ghost,
The Blessed Trinity.

“Fear not. I bring good tidings.”
The angel said to them.
And born this day, a Savior
For peace and good will toward men.

The greatest birth in history
As the prophecies foretold,
Brought wise men bearing gifts for Him,
Frankincense, myrrh and gold.

Joy to the world, the Lord is come!
Let earth receive her King.
Let every heart prepare Him room,
And Heaven and nature sing.

This is the day that the LORD has made,
Rejoice, be glad and cheer;
The King of Kings and Lord of all,
Jesus the Savior is here.

Merry Christmas!
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Revised Common Lectionary - Advent 2016
The lectionary is a structured approach to reading the scriptures used by Christians around the world. As
a congregational church, we acknowledge that God speaks clearer when we read His Word alongside our
community of faith.
Specific advice for hearing from God in the Bible:
1) Begin in prayer. Ask, “God, what are you saying to me today?”
2) Pace yourself. You need not read every last verse for each day (but what could God do if you did?!).
3) Be consistent. Like any good habit, growth comes over steady practice. Even just one or two verses
from a Psalm every day will tune your heart towards God.
4) Share with others. Consider reading with friends or family. Talk about what you think God is saying
to you through the readings each day.
Date
Sun Nov 27
Mon Nov 28
Tues Nov 29
Wed Nov 30
Thur Dec 1
Fri Dec 2
Sat Dec 3
Sun Dec 4
Mon Dec 5
Tues Dec 6
Wed Dec 7
Thur Dec 8
Fri Dec 9
Sat Dec 10
Sun Dec 11
Mon Dec 12
Tue Dec 13
Wed Dec 14
Thur Dec 15
Fri Dec 16
Sat Dec 17
Sun Dec 17
Mon Dec 19
Tues Dec 20
Wed Dec 21
Thur Dec 22
Fri Dec 23
Sat Dec 24
(pm)

Daily Psalm (am • pm)
146, 147 • 111, 112, 113
1, 2, 3 • 4, 7
5, 6 • 10, 11
119:1-24 • 12, 13, 14
18:1-20 • 18:21-50
16, 17 • 22
20, 21 • 110,116,117
148,149,150 • 114, 115
25 • 9, 15
26, 28 • 36, 39
38 • 119:25-48
37:1-18 • 37:19-42
31 • 35
30, 32 • 42, 43
63, 98 • 103
41, 52 • 44
45 • 47,48
119:49-72 • 49, 53
50, 59, 60 • 33
40, 54 • 51
55 • 138, 139
24, 29 • 8, 84
61, 62 • 112, 115
66, 67 • 116, 117
72 • 111, 113
80 • 146, 147
93, 96 • 148, 150
45, 46
89:1-29

Old Testament
Isa 1:1-9
Isa 1:10-20
Isa 1:21-31
Isa 2:1-11
Isa 2:12-22
Isa 3:8-15
Isa 4:2-6
Isa 5:1-7
Isa 5:8-23
Isa 5:13-25
Isa 6:1-13
Isa 7:1-9
Isa 7:10-25
Isa 8:1-15
Isa 13:6-13
Isa 8:16-9:1
Isa 9:1-7
Isa 9:8-17
Isa 9:18-10:4
Isa 10:5-19
Isa 10:20-27
Isa 42:1-12
Isa 11:1-9
Isa 11:10-16
Isa 28:9-22
Isa 29:13-24
Isa 33:17-22
Isa 35:1-10
Isa 59:15b-21
page 19

Pastoral Letter
2 Pet 3:1-10
1 Thes 1:1-10
1 Thes 2:1-12
1 Thes 13-20
1 Thes 3:1-13
1 Thes 4:1-12
1 Thes 4:13-18
2 Pet 3:11-18
1 Thes 5:1-11
1 Thes 5:12-28
2 Thes 1:1-12
2 Thes 2:1-12
2 Thes 2:13-3:5
2 Thes 3:6-18
Heb 12:18-29
2 Pet 1:1-11
2 Pet 1:12-21
2 Pet 2:1-10a
2 Pet 2:10b-16
2 Pet 2:17-22
Jude 17-25
Eph 6:10-20
Rev 20:1-10
Rev 20:11-21:8
Rev 21:9-21
Rev 21:22-22:5
Rev 22:6-11, 18-20
Rev 22:12-17
Phil 2:5-11

Gospel Reading
Matt 25:1-13
Luke 20:1-8
Luke 20:9-18
Luke 20:19-26
Luke 20:27-40
Luke 20:41-21:4
Luke 21:5-19
Luke 7:28-35
Luke 21:20-28
Luke 21:29-38
John 7:53-8:11
Luke 22:1-13
Luke 22:14-30
Luke 22:31-38
John 3:22-30
Luke 22:39-53
Luke 22:54-69
Mark 1:1-8
Matt 3:1-12
Matt 11:2-15
Luke 3:15-20
John 3:16-21
John 5:30-47
Luke 1:5-25
Luke 1:26-38
Luke 1:39-56
Luke 1:57-66
Luke 1:67-80

Worship Schedule - Advent 2016
1st Sunday in Advent 		

Sunday November 27

2nd Sunday in Advent 		

Sunday December 4

Sanctuary Worship, LTA (Children’s Ministry), Student Worship Service
Sanctuary Worship		

Sanctuary Worship, LTA, Student Worship Service
Sanctuary Worship		

3rd Sunday in Advent 		

9:30a
11a

9:30a
11a

Sunday December 11

Sanctuary Worship, LTA, Student Worship Service
Sanctuary Worship		
Special Event: Kilburn’s Barn / Living Nativity
43 Old Connecticut Path Wayland, MA 01778

4th Sunday in Advent 		

Intergenerational Lessons and Carols Service

9:30a
11a
2:30-4:00p

Sunday December 18

Families may choose to worship together at this special service or participate in LTA

9:30a

LTA Children’s Ministry (concurrent)		

9:30a

Christmas Eve 		

Saturday December 24

Family Christmas Eve Service (Phillips Hall)
Communion Christmas Eve Service (Sanctuary)

5:00p
7:00p

Christmas Day 		

Sunday December 25

Christmas morning worship service		

9:30a

New Years’ Day 		

Sunday January 1

New Years’ Day worship service		

9:30a

Trinitarian Congregational Church
53 Cochituate Rd
Wayland MA, 01778
(508) 358-7717
www.tccwayland.org
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